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NAT GREENE CALENDAR 

MEETINGS & EVENTS 

May 10, 2011 - Speaker: Jack Patterson, Nat Greene Flyfishers member and former club 
president.  Every year several of our members hanker to catch lots of big fish. Lots of big fish 
usually means a trip to some beautiful and isolated water somewhere on the planet. Jack 
Patterson took such a trip last fall. Flying into Denver, Jack used Cody, Wyoming as a base to 
fish the Clark’s Fork of the Yellowstone River and the North and South Forks of the Shoshone 
River. Jack will tell us, with photographic evidence and no lies, how he caught his many 20 inch 
rainbows and browns.  All are welcome.  Leonard Recreation Center, 6324 Ballinger Road, 
Greensboro, NC 27410, 7:00 p.m.   directions 

June 14, 2011 -  Speaker: Scott Smith, Smith River fisheries biologist.  The Smith River is the 
closest trout water to the Triad. Many club members routinely fish this water, although, as a tail 
water, it presents a unique set of challenges. Scott Smith, fisheries biologist from the Virginia 
Department of Game and Inland Fisheries (DGIF), will update us on its fish population, the new 
slot limit, and what can be done to make the river a better fishery. Come prepared with your 
questions on the Smith and other Virginia trout streams.  All are welcome.  Leonard Recreation 
Center, 6324 Ballinger Road, Greensboro, NC 27410, 7:00 p.m.   directions 

Membership: Everyone accepted       Dues: None!       Door Prizes at every meeting! 
  
==================================================== 
  

A Great Ending and a New Beginning for "Trout in the 
Classroom"  

Note from Charles Tuttle:  
After two previous 
attempts were cancelled 
by weather, Claxt
Elementary finally 
released 10 trout (we 
started with 200 e
today, Wednesday Mar
23, 2011, at Stone 
Mountain State Park.  Th
third try was the charm!  
was a great day, warm

sunny.  Thirty-six kids took the bus and a number of parents took their own cars.  David 
Dow's daughter, Delaney, donned waders to help David put the trout in the stream.  We 
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walked to the Homestead and had lunch at a shelter before the bus departed at 1:00 PM 
for the return trip to Greensboro.  

The letter below was received on April 14, 2011 from Harry Lovelady, teacher 
overseeing the "Trout in the Classroom" project at Claxton Elementary 

Here is a link to a fantastic video on YouTube of Claxton’s field trip to Stone 
Mountain to release the trout.  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D4Hnfnu39ss  

* * * * * * * * 
April 14, 2011  
  
Dear Charles,  
  
Thank you for the opportunity and support this year in our Trout in the Classroom 
experience! The kids and I had a great time watching our fish eggs hatch in September; 
grow into fry, in many cases die, and finally gazing on the surviving ten trout as they 
were gently poured into the East Prong Roaring River. What a moment that was. Now, I 
will offer our reflections and evaluation of this fantastic program.  Here are some quotes 
from the kids.  

 “While we had trout I learned that you feed the trout every other day and you 
only feed them one pinch” Delaney Dow  

 “We started out with 200 eggs. After 2 weeks they started to hatch. They ate their 
eggs and started to move around. The ammonia level went up. Some of them died. 
Some of them also jumped out of the tank and died. We tried two times to release 
the fish into the water. Third time on March 23, 2011, we did.” Connor Frederes  

 “In September when we got the trout eggs, they were in separate nets and we had 
to learn a lot about them. Two weeks later when they hatched some of them 
wasn’t there to hatch because they died. Later a lot more died because the 
ammonia level was high and they were fed too much. When it came to let them go 
there were only 10 were left. That’s 1/20 of the fish. We watched them swim away 
and learned about what they will eat. I hope they are happy.” Christopher 
Steadwell  

 “We got the fish in September then we put the eggs in a sack in the water. When 
they hatched they were only ½ inch ling. When we released them they were an 
inch long.” Justin Whitestone 

 “It took a lot of effort to not eat the fish but I didn’t. Only 1/20 of the fish 
survived. The reason why most of the fish died was because of the ammonia level 
was too high. If you ever feed them they will die and float or sink. If you feed them 
human food they will die. If they get sick they will die. I liked the experience of 
keeping trout. I think it made me have more responsibility. I would like to have 
fish again next year and see if more will survive.” Gavin Jones  

 “This school year we have been talking about trout. Here is what I learned about 
them. Do not over feed and you need to feed them once every two days. I also 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D4Hnfnu39ss


learned that the water temperature should be 51˚-54˚ F. The fish tank was 50 
gallons. We had too many fish in the tank. We had 200. You need to have 100 or 
less fish in the tank. It took about 2 weeks for them to hatch out of their eggs. We 
only had 10 fish survive out of 200.” Ashley Simpson  

  
I am game for this program for the 2011-2012 school year. The kids enjoyed it and 
bonded with the fish. The gentlemen from the Wildlife Resources, Kin Hodges and 
Robert Curry, were very helpful when I needed assistance completing the permit to stock 
the trout in East Prong Roaring River. We learned a lot about one of our nation’s 
resources and the beauty that surrounds this valuable asset. My class and I wish to thank 
Nat Greene Fly Fishers and Trout Unlimited for the funds that made this opportunity 
possible.  
  
Sincerely and with gratitude,  
  
Harry Lovelady 
AG Teacher 
Claxton Elementary 
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