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NAT GREENE CALENDAR 

December 13, 2011 - The fishing natives are restless. The drums beat out the message: “Bring 
back Jeff Wilkins.” Popular fishing guide, raconteur, and fly tyer, Jeff Wilkins will be back; he will 
talk to us in December on a topic of his choice. Don’t miss Jeff’s talk; you will be a better 
fisherman!  All are welcome.  Leonard Recreation Center, 6324 Ballinger Road, Greensboro, NC 
27410, 7:00 p.m.   Directions    

January 10, 2012 - Meeting Educating young fly fishers at Nat Greene is big deal. We are active 
in programs with the Boy Scouts, Trout in the Classroom, and Rivercourse. Rivercourse is North 
Carolina's cold water conservation, fly fishing youth camp for boys and girls 13-15 years old. The 
2012 session will be the tenth camp. This Trout Unlimited camp is an exciting way to teach kids 
about the importance of our cold water resources while exposing them to the sport of fly fishing. 
Come hear how Nat Greene’s contributions have helped shape the lives of future generations 
and how you can help with the 2012 camp. If we don't teach kids about fly fishing and the 
environment, who will? Jeff Curtis is the co-owner of Curtis Wright Outfitters (fly shops and guide 
service). He has worked with young people for over 25 years. 2012 will be his 7th year as the 
Rivercourse camp director. Jeff has found that sharing his passion for fly fishing with the next 
generation is extremely rewarding.  All are welcome.  Leonard Recreation Center, 6324 Ballinger 
Road, Greensboro, NC 27410, 7:00 p.m.   Directions    

February 14, 2012 - Monthly meeting, topic to be announced.  All are welcome.  Leonard 
Recreation Center, 6324 Ballinger Road, Greensboro, NC 27410, 7:00 p.m.   Directions    

Membership: Everyone accepted       Dues: None!       Door Prizes at every meeting! 
  
==================================================== 
  
Local Disabled Veterans Fly Fish Cherokee’s Waters 
  

 

http://jeffwilkinsflyfishing.wordpress.com/
http://www.greensboro-nc.gov/Departments/Parks/facilities/recreationcenters/leonard/
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=36.102129,-79.910871&hl=en&ll=36.102411,-79.909058&spn=0.026179,0.038409&sll=36.101963,-79.910698&sspn=0.006295,0.006295&num=1&vpsrc=6&gl=us&t=m&z=15
http://www.greensboro-nc.gov/Departments/Parks/facilities/recreationcenters/leonard/
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=36.102129,-79.910871&hl=en&ll=36.102411,-79.909058&spn=0.026179,0.038409&sll=36.101963,-79.910698&sspn=0.006295,0.006295&num=1&vpsrc=6&gl=us&t=m&z=15
http://www.greensboro-nc.gov/Departments/Parks/facilities/recreationcenters/leonard/
http://www.greensboro-nc.gov/Departments/Parks/facilities/recreationcenters/leonard/
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=36.102129,-79.910871&hl=en&ll=36.102411,-79.909058&spn=0.026179,0.038409&sll=36.101963,-79.910698&sspn=0.006295,0.006295&num=1&vpsrc=6&gl=us&t=m&z=15


Disabled veterans fly fish the Oconaluftee River this past weekend as part of the Project 
Healing Waters Fly Fishing program. (Photo courtesy of Robert Blankenship, Cherokee 
Fish & Game Management) 

The local chapter of Project Healing Waters Fly-Fishing (www.projecthealingwaters.org) 
hosted a veterans fishing outing on Cherokee’s trout waters this past weekend for more 
than 20 veterans. Veterans from as far as Camp Lejeune traveled many miles to 
participate in the first annual “Christmas Classic” before winter’s bite set in.  
  
Armed with fly rods, waders and super small artificial flies, the vets and local guides 
chased after the Oconaluftee and Raven Fork’s skittish trout on both Saturday and 
Sunday, stopping only for lunch and to change flies.  
  
The event was based at River’s Edge fly shop in Cherokee with Robert Blankenship, of 
the Cherokee Fish and Game Management, providing exceptional water and fishing 
conditions. Saturday’s fishing was slower than normal due to cold winter water 
temperatures, but everyone hooked at least one, with a few over 20 inches coming to the 
net. The Steve Youngdeer American Legion Post 143 let the veterans use their hall for 
the Saturday evening dinner, with Harrison’s providing the catering.  
  
Fishing commenced again on Sunday with overcast skies, but fish were once again 
caught. After many heartfelt best wishes, handshakes, and promises to stay in touch, the 
veterans and their guides began the long journeys home. The support from River’s Edge 
and Robert Blankenship was invaluable and PHWFF cannot thank you enough.  
  
Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing (“PHWFF”) is a national organization that uses the 
healing powers of our streams and fly fishing to help disabled veterans. Founded in 2005, 
there are over 100 chapters in the United States and Canada, including the local Western 
North Carolina chapter. PHWFF events include fly-fishing on local waters, and hosting 
fly tying events as well. Participants often enjoy the camaraderie of being around fellow 
veterans as much as the actual fishing and tying events. For more information about 
upcoming PHWFF events and how you can help support this great program, email the 
local contacts at wncphw@gmail.com, or call (828) 550-8487.  
  
Robert Blankenship, Cherokee Fish and Game Management 
  
==================================================== 
  
Smith River TU Meeting Minutes  
  
The following was extracted from the Smith River TU meeting minutes from 12/1/11.  
  
Scott Smith, DGIF Fishery Biologist for the Smith River gave a summary of the data 
collected during the 2011 sampling. When the data is looked at over the long term, i.e. 
since 1999, the trend is downward; however there have been pluses and there is reason to 
hope recent changes have slowed the trend and perhaps even resulted in a slight 
improvement. Highlights of presentation included: 

http://www.projecthealingwaters.org/


  
• Slight increase in the number of brown trout seen throughout the river. 
  
• The closer to the dam the more fish. - Personal note, I helped shock up over 1000 fish 
from one sampling site last August. Lots of fish - just not a lot of big fish. 
  
• Records show that during years of low generation the fish do well. - This includes 
forage or bait fish. In other words, when there is not a lot of water and Philpott cranks up 
only one turbine the trout, forage fish and insect life do well. When they use both turbines 
on a daily basis they do not. 
  
• 12+ inch brown trout have been on a downward trend since 1999. This has been a 
chronic problem caused by less than ideal low water temperatures, drastic temperature 
spikes, roiling and displacement of the riverbed, all of which have reduced or eliminated 
forage fish and insect life. Given the low water temperatures and lack of food the brown 
trout are always in winter mode and on a starvation diet. Without a change at the dam 
things are not going to improve. 
  
• Growth rate of brown trout increases the further you go downstream of the dam. This 
appears to be a direct correlation with the amount of food available as the amount of 
forage fish also increases. 
  
• There is hope - No one is sure exactly why but the recent policy of ramping the start up 
and shut down of the turbines coincides with antidotal evidence of "better hatches" 
during past two years. There has also been a very slight increase in forage fish collected 
during recent samplings. The trout collected in 2011 were the healthiest seen in several 
years. 
  
• Two years ago DGIF started sampling a new site below the Martinsville Dam. They 
also marked and transferred some brown trout from up near the dam to below 
Martinsville. Several of these marked fish were collected again this year. The practice of 
moving fish from the upper river to below Martinsville Dam will continue.  
  
• The recent slot limit (+10inch trout protected until they exceed 24 inches) will help but 
do not expect much more than a 1-2 inch increase. There just is not enough food and 
brown trout succumb to natural mortality at 7 years. With good food they will reach 16-
20 inches at 5 years - unfortunately, in the wild they die much sooner. 
  
• Supplemental feeding would be an ongoing project and cost prohibitive.  
  
• Scott suggested the Chapter get involved with stream restoration on the tributaries that 
flow into the Smith. Town, Blackberry, Reed and Daniel Creeks could all use some bank 
work. Grant money is available if a sponsor such as TU were to locate landowners 
willing to grant access and agree to participate in such things as fencing off the creek and 
planting of trees. 
  



• A suggestion came from the floor that DGIF coordinate their stocking with the 
generation schedule so that when rainbows are stocked at the bridges and other easy 
access sites the water is flowing which will hope distribute the fish. Scott and several in 
attendance thought this was entirely feasible and a good idea. The SRTU leadership will 
follow through with emails and a letter to DGIF in an attempt to make this happen. 
 
Laura Kennerly  
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